


Lewis University Student Learning Outcomes

There are generally three levels of outcomes at Lewis University:

1. Course-Level  and Co-curricular Initiative Outcomes

2. Program-Level Outcomes 

a. Academic

b. Co-curricular (Student Services, Ministry, Study Abroad, Career Services, etc.)

3. Institutional-Level Common Learning Outcomes

a. Baccalaureate Characteristics (BC)

b. Graduate Student Learning Outcomes (GSLO)
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Lewis University Baccalaureate Characteristics
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BC1: The baccalaureate graduate of Lewis University will read, write, speak, calculate, and use technology at a demonstrated level of proficiency.
Measurable Student Learning Outcome: 
Advocate for a cause or idea, presenting facts and arguments, in an organized and accurate manner using some form of technology. Include qualitative and 
quantitative reasoning. 

BC2: The baccalaureate graduate of Lewis University will understand the major approaches to knowledge.  
Measurable Student Learning Outcome: 
Demonstrate an ability to apply the fundamental principles, methodologies, value systems and thought processes employed in the sciences, social sciences, 
arts and humanities, while acknowledging the influence of technological change.

BC3: The baccalaureate graduate of Lewis University will understand the place of faith, religion, and spirituality in the search for truth and meaning.  
Measurable Student Learning Outcome: 
Evaluate theological, particularly Christian, answers to questions of human existence and meaning within an interdisciplinary context.

BC4: The baccalaureate graduate of Lewis University will understand and prepare for moral and ethical decision-making.  
Measurable Student Learning Outcome: 
Evaluate ethical issues from multiple perspectives and apply those considerations to scenarios of personal integrity and socially responsible engagement.

BC5: The baccalaureate graduate of Lewis University will become an informed, involved, and responsible citizen of a diverse yet interconnected national and global 
community through a grounding in economic, political, social, and historical influences that are inherent in shaping, developing, and advancing nations and the world. 

Measurable Student Learning Outcome:
Articulate how culture, society and diversity shape the informed, responsible citizen within a global society.

BC6: The baccalaureate graduate of Lewis University will think critically and creatively.
Measurable Student Learning Outcome: 
Employ critical and creative thinking skills by articulating or crafting an argument’s major assertions and assumptions and evaluating its supporting 
evidence, using both qualitative and quantitative analysis. 

BC7: The baccalaureate graduate of Lewis University will possess the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to enter or advance a career, or to begin graduate study.
Measurable Student Learning Outcome:
Demonstrate programmatic competency and a defined plan for career and personal development through lifelong learning.



Lewis University Graduate Student Learning Outcomes (GSLO)

Upon completion of his or her studies at Lewis University, the graduate student 
will be able to:

1. Synthesize theoretical and research concepts from multiple perspectives to 
inform inquiry and practice.

2. Formulate creative responses to complex issues through critical analysis.

3. Model ethical and professional behaviors to guide inquiry and practice in a 
global and diverse society.
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Outcome Alignment
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Lewis University
Cycle for the Assessment of 
Student Learning

Create 
measurable 
outcomes

Conduct 
activities to 
achieve the 
outcomes

Measure how 
well the 

outcomes are 
achieved

Compile and 
analyze results, 

implement 
improvements

Determine how 
learning was 

impacted by the 
changes

Assess

Respond

Plan



The Nuts and Bolts of the Assessment Plan

1. Assessment cycle – 5 steps

2. Committees – University and units, how we communicate

3. Mapping of program outcomes with University outcomes 

4. Mapping of course outcomes with program outcomes

5. Schedule for assessing common learning outcomes

6. Identify how each outcome is to be measured

7. Data collection and analysis

8. Reflection and improvement plans

9. Implement improvements 

10. Measure student learning again and compare to prior results

11. Report results to stakeholders in a transparent manner
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Annual Reporting Cycle Timeline
The assessment reporting cycle provides an in-depth look at campus-wide assessment practices. 

The overarching goals for the annual cycle and reporting process are to 

1. highlight student learning outcomes achievement across Lewis University; 

2. determine how data are used to guide improvements in curriculum, pedagogy, systems and 
practices; and 

3. determine how to better support program level assessment practices across the university.

Assessment 
Begins

August

Evaluation Process

January - June

Analyze, Improve, & 
Measure Impact on 

Learning

July - August

Reporting Session

October
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Assessment: Accountability, Advisory & Support
1. Accountability:

• Deans and unit heads report results of the following to Provost annually using assessment template and rubric
• Achievement of program outcomes
• How data are used to guide improvements in curriculum, pedagogy, systems and practices

2. Advisory: Assessment Committee
• Three-year appointment – In addition, membership needs will be reviewed every three years
• Provides ongoing updates to UAAC, UGAC, AQIP Coordinating Team and Deans
• Collaborates with/informs the Office of Institutional Research and various other entities interested in assessment data

• Members:
• Assistant Provost, Faculty Center for the Advancement of Teaching and Learning, Co-chair
• One faculty representative from each college and SPCE, designated by the Dean
• One faculty representative from Graduate Studies, designated by the Dean
• Assistant Dean of CAS for Curriculum, Assessment and Data Management
• Assistant Dean for Student Affairs
• Faculty Development Committee
• One Member from Faculty Training
• One Member from IR Office
• One Ex-Officio designee from Office of the Provost
• One member of the UAAC Committee
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Assessment: Accountability, Advisory & Support
1. Accountability

Deans and unit heads will provide oversight for the assessment of all programs within their colleges.  Effective Fall 

2016, all programs began implementing the following:

• Development of clearly articulated measurable outcomes

• Curriculum maps

• Established benchmarks

• Gathering and analysis of evidence

• Determine how data are used to guide improvements in curriculum, pedagogy, systems and practices; and

• Establish an action plan and implement improvements based on results of program assessment

2. Advisory: Assessment Committee
Will focus on student learning, conducting university-level assessment and supporting program level assessment 
efforts across Lewis University.  Effective Fall 2016, the primary charge of the ACSL is to:

• Provide guidance and support to the development of program and course assessment plans;

• Advise, support and provide training for assessment efforts related to student learning;

• Provide guidance and recommendations for continuous improvement initiatives related to student learning;

• Help to minimize duplication of efforts by leveraging assessment processes to meet the standards of multiple 
accrediting bodies; and

• Manage the implementation of University-level assessment.
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Appendix 1

Details on Course-Level Assessment
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Course-Level Structure for Review and Analysis

1. Establish measurable student learning outcomes for the course

• Should be listed in the syllabus and in the Blackboard course shell

• Within Blackboard, link assignments to at least one program outcome 

• Should also be linked to BCs or GSLOs, if applicable

2. Use tools/methods to provide opportunities for students to meet the goals

3. Measure whether outcomes have been met

4. Identify gaps in student learning

5. Establish an action plan and implement improvements based on results of 

assessment

12



Assessment at the Course Level

Assessment 

Target
Corresponding Assessment Structure

Classroom
An instructor 

assesses student 

learning in the 

classroom, guided 

by the course 

student learning 

outcomes.

Who manages the 

assessments?
The instructor manages the assessments.

What students are 

assessed?
The students in that particular class.

Where are the students 

assessed?
In the classroom during class time.

Who scores the 

assessments?
The instructor.

What is done with the 

results?

The instructor uses the results to (1) make adjustments to instruction and 

(2) provide timely and useful feedback to students about their learning.
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Appendix 2

Details on Program-Level Assessment
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Program-Level Structure for Review and Analysis

A program is a culmination of the courses within it.  Courses should be mapped 
to show how, when combined, they achieve all program outcomes. 

Program Assessment Reflects:

• Measureable student learning outcomes

• A map of how the courses within the program achieve the outcomes

• A link to the BC’s, GSLO’s and DLE’s, if applicable

• Strategic collection and analysis of evidence of student learning

• Compilation of data based on analysis

• Identification of existing trends or gaps in learning

• Facilitation of continuous improvement based on identified needs
15



Example

Program 
Outcome 
Mapping

I = Introductory
R = Reinforcement
M = Mastery

Course 

Map
BS - Chemistry Program Student Learning Outcomes

Course # Course Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

03-110 General Chemistry I I I I

03-111 General Chemistry I Lab R I I I

03-115 General Chemistry II I I I

03-116 General Chemistry II Lab R I I I

13-200 Calculus I I I

13-201 Calculus II I R

13-250 Calculus III R R

17-210 General Physics I I I

17-211 General Physics I Lab R I I

17-215 General Physics II I I

17-216 General Physics II Lab R I I

17-218 General Physics III I R

17-219 General Physics III Lab R R R

03-230
Organic Chemistry I for

Chemistry/Biochemistry Majors
I R I

03-232 Fundamental Spectroscopy I R R I R R

03-235
Organic Chemistry II for

Chemistry/Biochemistry Majors
I R

03-236
Organic Chemistry Lab for

Chemistry/Biochemistry Majors
R R R R R

03-296 Research Methods Seminar R R

03-300 Physical Chemistry I I

03-301 Physical Chemistry I Lab R R R

03-305 Physical Chemistry II I

03-306 Physical Chemistry II Lab R R R

03-320 Analytical Chemistry R R

03-321 Analytical Chemistry Lab R R R

03-332 Advanced Instrumental Analysis R R R R

03-397 Chemistry/Biochemistry Seminar R R R I - R - M

03-400 Advanced Inorganic Chemistry R

03-405 Biochemistry I I

03-406 Biochemistry I Lab R R R

Advanced Electives M M M M

03-465 Capstone Project M M M M M 16

http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/100/03-110
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/100/03-115
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/13-Mathematics/200/13-200
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/13-Mathematics/200/13-201
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/13-Mathematics/200/13-250
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/17-Physics/200/17-210
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/17-Physics/200/17-211
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/17-Physics/200/17-215
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/17-Physics/200/17-216
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/17-Physics/200/17-218
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/17-Physics/200/17-219
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/200/03-230
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/200/03-232
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/200/03-235
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/200/03-236
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/200/03-296
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/300/03-300
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/300/03-305
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/300/03-320
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/300/03-332
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/300/03-397
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/400/03-400
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/400/03-405
http://lewisu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/Undergrad-2014-2015/Undergraduate-Catalog/Course-Descriptions/03-Chemistry/400/03-465


Assessment at the Program Level

Assessment Target Corresponding Assessment Structure

Program
(some combination of) 

The department chair 

or program director or 

a group of instructors 

assesses student 

learning in the 

program, guided by 

the program student 

learning outcomes.

Who manages the 

assessments?
The department chair, program director, or designee, manages the assessments.

What students are 

assessed?

All students in the program, throughout the program. In large programs, a 

representative sample.

Where are the 

students assessed?

Option 1: A neutral time and location, removed from a class.

Option 2: Within a class, such as a capstone or seminar, and with adequate 

dedicated time independent of the instructors’ classroom plans.

Who scores the 

assessments?

A faculty group selected and prepared by the program coordinator.  The 

assessment scores are not the same as an assignment grade.

What is done with 

the results?

The program faculty use the results to make improvement to curriculum and 

instruction in the program. 
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Details on University-Level Assessment
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University-Level Assessment of Student Learning

• Baccalaureate Characteristics

• Graduate Student Learning Outcomes

• University assessments (Examples: CLA, NSSE)

• Aggregation of program-level assessments

• Blackboard Outcomes Module

• AQIP action projects related to student learning

• Campus-wide reporting and analysis*

• University Assessment Symposium*

*To be implemented when assessment plan is adopted.
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Assessment at the University Level
Assessment 

Target
Corresponding Assessment Structure

University
The university 

assesses student 

learning guided by 

the University 

student learning 

outcomes (BC and 

GLSO)

Who manages the 

assessments?
The Provost’s Office manages the assessments, through the Office of Assessment

What students are 

assessed?

All students in the university through representative sampling.  Independent of major, 

college or native/transfer status.

Where are the 

students assessed?
A neutral time and location or within the assessment management system

Who scores the 

assessments?
The Office of Assessment or the Office of Institutional Research

What is done with 

the results?

1. The Provost’s Office and delegates review the results and shares the results with 
the administrators whose areas are connected to the purpose and content of the 
assessment topic.

2. Based on the findings of the review, decisions are made about the areas of the 
university identified for improvements to function or curriculum and instruction. 

3. A plan is developed to make those improvements, involving the appropriate 
people and settings:

a. University-wide, VP, Dean, Department Chair, Program Director, Faculty, Staff
b. College, department, program, curriculum.
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Documenting Continuous Improvement
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Using TK20 & Blackboard to Collect Evidence
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The TK20 Assessment 
platform is accessible to 
all faculty, staff and 
students through the 
Lewis University portal. 

Key assignments and 
assessment rubrics are 
combined and linked 
with the learning 
management system. 



Objectives
Assessment

Methods
Targets/Benchmarks

Completion/

Timeline
Use of Results

Impact on Student 

Learning
Maximum of

five
measurable
objectives for
each
outcome

What methods
will be used to 
measure
progress toward
the outcome?

What data will be
used to assess the
outcome?

What tools will be
used?

What is the
nature of the
target/benchmar
k?

What is the
minimally 
acceptable
result?

What is the desired
result?

When will the
assessment be 
completed/when
was the
assessment
completed?

How often is the
assessment 
performed?

By whom?

How will the
results be used? If
completed:

Are the results being
used to inform 
decisions?

What issues have been
revealed?

How can those issues be
addressed/what actions
are recommended?

What decisions/changes
have been made?

Has the data been 
analyzed?

How have the 
decisions/changes 
impacted student 
learning?

Are the improvements 
documented?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Department/Program/Unit: Date:

Outcome being measured:

Lewis University
Assessment Template
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Assessment Template Example



Assessment 
Template 
Example
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This semester or academic year

Name of the Program and person making this report

Name of the Measurement Method

Brief Description

 Format

 Targeted students

 Location or method by which the measurement 

method is administered

 Scoring method

Student Learning Outcomes covered by this 

measurement method

Benchmark individual student score for meeting the 

expectations.

Shown in % or numbers

Threshold aggregate % of students expected to meet the 

benchmark score.

CURRENT YEAR ASSESSMENT RESULTS BEGIN BELOW

Identify the locations and modalities through which 

student data is included in this report.  Check all that 

apply.

___ Face-to-face at Romeoville

___ Online (full or hybrid)

___ Albuquerque

___ Tinley Park

___ Oak Brook

___ Hickory Hills

___ DuPage

Total number of students taking the measurement 

method

Determination of the aggregate results

 Met

 Did not meet

Results compared to the Target

Further information about the data

Findings

New insights about student learning, and strengths and 

weaknesses in the program

Action Plan for next academic year 2017-18

Plan for improvements to program curriculum and 

instruction

Impact on Student Learning

 Improvements made to curriculum and 

instruction based on assessment findings.

 Ways in which improvements have impacted or 

increased student learning.

Use data to document when possible.



Continuous 
Improvement 
Rubric

No Evidence

0

Minimal Evidence

1

Clear Evidence

2

Strong Evidence

3

Advanced Evidence

4

PROGRAM NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

0 - No Evidence 1 - Minimal Evidence 2 - Clear Evidence 3 - Strong Evidence 4 - Advanced Evidence

Comments: 

Overall Rating: Please Circle One

UNIVERSITY ASSESSMENT
CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT RUBRIC

 
INSTITUTIONAL ASSESSMENT 

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT RUBRIC 
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No information provided for 

current assessment year

OR

Described data collection 

efforts only

Discussed data collection 

without connecting it to any 

improvement efforts

OR

Analyzed data from 

secondary sources and made 

no improvements

OR

Described program 

improvements without 

linking to assessment data

Analyzed and used data 

from secondary sources to 

make changes to any of the 

following:

 Improvements to 
student learning

 Curriculum

 Instructional strategy

 Professional 
development

 Assessment processes

 Support services

OR

Analyzed and used student 

learning outcomes results 

and provided documented 

explanation as to why 

changes were not needed at 

this time

Analyzed and used student 

learning outcomes results to 

provide documented 

explanation of evidence of 

improvements to any of the 

following:

 Student learning

 Curriculum 

 Instructional strategy

 Professional 
development

 Assessment processes

 Support services

AND

Provided explanation for 

why changes were needed 

and described plans for 

follow-up with a focus on 

long-term continuous 

improvement

Analyzed and used student 

learning outcomes or 

program assessment results 

to provide documented 

explanation of evidence of 

improvements to several of 

the following:

 Student learning

 Curriculum 

 Instructional strategy

 Professional 

development

 Assessment processes

 Support services

AND

Provided results that show 

the improvement to student 

learning as a result of 

changes made to the 

program


